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1. NCRIVATI VA

a) Fi nl andi a

Constituci 6n de Finl andi at

Section 14 - Electoral and participatory rights Every Finnish
citizen who has reached eighteen years of age has the right to
vote in national elections and referenduns. Specific provisions in
this Constitution shall govern the eligibility to stand for office
in national elections.
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Every Finnish citizen and every foreigner permanently resident in
Fi nl and, having attained eighteen years of age, has the right to
vote in rmnunicipal elections and nunicipal referenduns, as provided
by an Act. Provisions on the right to otherwise participate in
muni ci pal governnent are |aid down by an Act.

The public authorities shall pronote the opportunities for the
individual to participate in societal activity and to influence
t he decisions that concern himor her.

b) Di namar ca

Consti tuci 6n de D nanmarca?

§ 42

(1) Where a Bill has been passed by the Fol keting, one-third of
the nmenbers of the Folketing may, within three weekdays from the
final passing of the Bill, request of the President that the Bill
be submtted to a referendum Such request shall be nade in
witing and signed by the nenbers making the request.

(2) Except in the instance nentioned in subsection (7), no Bill
which may be submitted to a referendum (see sub-section (6)),
shall receive the Royal Assent before the expiration of the tine
[imt stated in sub-section (1), or before a referendum requested
as aforesaid has taken pl ace.

(3) Were a referendumon a Bill has been requested the Fol keting
may, within a period of five weekdays from the final passing of
the Bill, resolve that the Bill shall be w thdrawn.

(4) Where the Folketing has made no resolution in accordance with
sub-section (3), notice that the Bill is to be submtted to a
ref erendum shall be given without delay to the Prine Mnister, who
shall then cause the Bill to be published together wth a
statenment that a referendumis to be held.

The referendum shall be held, in accordance with the decision of
the Prime Mnister, not |less than twelve and not nore than
ei ght een weekdays after the publication of the Bill.

(5) At the referendum votes shall be cast for or against the Bill.
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For the Bill to be rejected, a nmpjority of the electors who vote
and not less than thirty per cent of all persons who are entitled
to vote, shall have voted against the Bill

(6) Finance Bills, Supplenentary Appropriation Bills, Provisiona
Appropriation Bills, Governnent Loan Bills, G vil Servants
(Arendnent) Bills, Salaries and Pensions Bills, Naturalization
Bills, Expropriation Bills, Taxation (Direct and Indirect) Bills,
as well as Bills introduced for the purpose of discharging
existing treaty obligations shall not be submitted to decision by
ref erendum

This provision shall also apply to the Bills referred to in
sections 9, 8, 10, and 11, and to such resolutions as are provided
for in section 19, if existing in the formof a law, unless it has
been prescribed by a special Act that such resolutions shall be
submtted to referendum Anmendnments to the Constitutional Act
shal |l be governed by the rules laid down in section 88.

(7) I'n an energency a Bill which may be submtted to a referendum
may receive the Royal Assent immediately after it has been passed,
provided that the Bill contains a provision to this effect.

Where, under the rules of sub-section (1), one- third of the
menbers of the Folketing request a referendum on the Bill or on
the Act to which the Royal Assent has been given, such referendum
shall be held in accordance with the above rul es.

Were the Act is rejected by the referendum an announcenent to
that effect shall be made by the Prime Mnister wthout undue
delay, and not later than fourteen days after the referendum was
held. From the date of such announcenent the Act shall becone
i neffective.

(8) Rules for referenda, including the extent to which referenda
shall be held in the Faroe Islands and in G eenland, shall be laid
down by statute.

c) Nor uega

Constituci 6n Politica de Noruega3
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C. RIGHTS OF CI TI ZENS AND THE LEQ SLATI VE PONER

Article 49

The people exercise the Legislative Power through the Storting,
whi ch consists of two departnents, the Lagting and the GOdel sting.

Article 50

Those entitled to vote in elections to the Storting are Norwegi an
citizens, nmen and wonen, who, at the latest in the year when the
election is held, have conpleted their eighteenth year.

The extent, however, to which Norwegian citizens who on Election
Day are resident outside the Realm but who satisfy the
af orenenti oned conditions are entitled to vote shall be determ ned
by | aw.

Rules may be laid down by |aw concerning the right to vote of
persons otherwise entitled to vote who on Election Day are
mani festly suffering from a seriously weakened nental state or a
reduced | evel of consciousness.

Article 51

The rules on the keeping of the electoral register and on the
registration in the register of persons entitled to vote shall be
determ ned by | aw.

Article 52
(Repeal ed)

Article 53
The right to vote is |ost by persons:

a) sentenced for «crimnal offences, in accordance wth the
rel evant provisions |laid down by |aw

b) entering the service of a foreign power wthout the consent of
t he Governnent.
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Article 54

The elections shall be held every fourth year. They shall be
concl uded by the end of Septenber.

Article 55

The el ections shall be conducted in the manner prescribed by |aw.
D sputes regarding the right to vote shall be settled by the
Electoral Commttee, whose decision my be appealed to the
Storting.

Article 56
(Repeal ed)

Article 57

The nunber of representatives to be elected to the Storting shal
be one hundred and si xty-nine.

The Realmis divided into nineteen constituencies.

One hundred and fifty of the representatives to the Storting are
elected as representatives of constituencies and the remaining
ni neteen representatives are elected as nenbers at | arge.

Each constituency shall have one seat at |arge.

The nunber of representatives to the Storting to be chosen from
each constituency is determned on the basis of a calculation of
the ratio between the nunber of inhabitants and surface area of
each constituency and the nunber of inhabitants and surface area
of the entire Realm in which each inhabitant counts as one point
and each square kilonmetre counts as 1.8 points. This calcul ation
shal |l be made every eighth year

Specific provisions on the division of the Realm into
constituencies and on the allotnment of seats in the Storting to
t he constituencies shall be determ ned by | aw.

Article 58

The polls shall be held separately for each nunicipality. At the
polls votes shall be cast directly for representatives to the
Storting, together with their proxies, to represent the entire
consti tuency.
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Article 59

The election of representatives of constituencies is based on
proportional representation and the seats are distributed anong
the political parties in accordance with the follow ng rules.

The total nunber of votes cast for each party within each separate
constituency is divided by 1.4, 3, 5, 7 and so on until the nunber
of votes cast is divided as many tinmes as the nunber of seats that
the party in question may be expected to obtain. The party which
in accordance with the foregoing obtains the |argest quotient is
allotted the first seat, while the second seat is allotted to the
party with the second |argest quotient, and so on until all the
seats are distributed.

List alliances are not permtted.

The seats at large are distributed anong the parties taking part
in such distribution on the basis of the relation between the
total nunmber of votes cast for the individual parties in the
entire Realm in order to achieve the highest possible degree of
proportionality among the parties. The total nunber of seats in
the Storting to be held by each party is determ ned by applying
the rules concerning the distribution of constituency seats
correspondingly to the entire Realm and to the parties taking part
in the distribution of the seats at l|arge. The parties are then
allotted so many seats at large that these, together with the
constituency seats already allotted, correspond to the nunber of
seats in the Storting to which the party in question is entitled
in accordance with the foregoing. If a party has already through
the distribution of constituency seats obtained a greater nunber
of seats than it is entitled to in accordance with the foregoing,
a new distribution of the seats at large shall be carried out
excl usively anmong the other parties, in such a way that no account
is taken of the nunber of votes cast for and constituency seats
obt ai ned by the said party.

No party may be allotted a seat at large unless it has received at
| east four per cent of the total nunber of votes cast in the
entire Real m

Specific provisions concerning the distribution anmong the
constituencies of the seats at large allotted to the parties shal
be determ ned by | aw.

Article 60

Whether and in what manner those entitled to vote may deliver
their ballot papers w thout personal attendance at the polls shal
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be determ ned by | aw.

Article 61

No one nmay be elected as a representative unless he or she is
entitled to vote.

Article 62

Oficials who are enployed in governnent mnistries, except
however State Secretaries and political advisers, may not be
el ected as representatives. The sane applies to Menbers of the
Suprene Court and officials enployed in the diplomatic or consular
servi ces.

Menbers of the Council of State may not attend neetings of the
Storting as representatives while holding a seat in the Council of
State. Nor may State Secretaries attend as representatives while
hol ding their appointnments, and political advisers in government
mnistries may not attend neetings of the Storting as |long as they
hol d their positions.

Article 63

It is the duty of anyone who is elected as a representative to
accept such el ection, unless:

a) He is elected outside the constituency in which he is entitled
to vote.

b) He has as a representative attended all the sessions of the
Storting follow ng the previous el ection.

d) He is a nenber of a political party and he is elected on a |ist
of candi dates whi ch has not been issued by that party.

Rules for the time within which and the manner in which anyone who
has the right to refuse election shall assert this right shall be
prescribed by | aw

It shall simlarly be prescribed by |aw by what date and in which
manner anyone who is elected as representative for two or nore
constituencies shall state which election he will accept.

Article 64

The representatives elected shall be furnished with credentials,
the validity of which shall be adjudged by the Storting.
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Article 65

Every representative and proxy called to the Storting shall be
entitled to receive from the Treasury such reinbursement as is
prescribed by law for travelling expenses to and from the
Storting, and fromthe Storting to his honme and back again during
vacations lasting at |east fourteen days.

He shall further be entitled to renuneration, |ikew se prescribed
by law, for attending the Storting.

Article 66
Representatives on their way to and fromthe Storting, as well as
during their attendance there, shall be exenpt from personal

arrest, unless they are apprehended in public crinmes, nor may they
be called to account outside the neetings of the Storting for
opi nions expressed there. Every representative shall be bound to
conformto the rules of procedure therein adopted.

Article 67

The representatives &elected in the aforesaid nmanner shall
constitute the Storting of the Kingdom of Norway.

Article 68

The Storting shall as a rule assenble on the first weekday in
Cctober every year in the capital of the Realm unless the King,
by reason of extraordinary circunstances, such as hostile invasion
or infectious disease, designates another town in the Realm for
the purpose. Such a decision nust be publicly announced in good
tine.

Article 69

When the Storting is not assenbled, it may be sumoned by the King
if he finds it necessary.

Article 70
(Repeal ed)
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Article 71

The Menbers of the Storting function as such for four successive
years.

Article 72
(Repeal ed)

Article 73

The Storting nomnates from anong its Menbers one fourth to
constitute the Lagting; the remaining three fourths constitute the
Qdel sting. This nomi nation shall take place at the first session
of the Storting that assenbles after a new GCeneral Election,
whereafter the Lagting shall remain unchanged at all sessions of
the Storting assenbled after the sanme election, except insofar as
any vacancy which may occur anong its Menbers has to be filled by
speci al nom nati on.

Each Ting holds its neetings separately and nomnates its own
President and Secretary. Neither Ting may hold a neeting unless at
| east half of its Menbers are present. However, Bills concerning
anendnents to the Constitution may not be dealt with unless at
| east two thirds of the Menbers of the Storting are present.

Article 74

As soon as the Storting is constituted, the King, or whoever he
appoints for the purpose, shall open its proceedings with a
speech, in which he shall informit of the state of the Real m and
of the issues to which he particularly desires to call the

attention of the Storting. No deliberations may take place in the
presence of the King.

When the proceedings of the Storting have been opened, the Prine
M nister and the Menbers of the Council of State have the right to
attend the Storting, as well as both departnments of the Storting,
and, like its Menbers, although w thout voting, to take part in
any proceedings conducted in open session, while in matters
di scussed in closed session only insofar as permtted by the Ting
concer ned.

Article 75
It devol ves upon the Storting:
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a) to enact and repeal laws; to inpose taxes, duties, custons and
ot her public charges, which shall not, however, renmain operative
beyond 31 Decenber of the succeeding year, unless they are
expressly renewed by a new Storting

b) to raise loans in the nane of the Realm
c) to supervise the econonmic affairs of the Realm

d to appropriate the nopneys necessary to neet governnent
expendi t ure;

e) to decide how nmuch shall be paid annually to the King for the
Royal Household, and to determne the Royal Famly's appanage,
whi ch may not, however, consist of real property;

f) to have submtted to it the records of the Council of State,
and all public reports and docunents;

g) to have conmmunicated to it the treaties which the King, on
behal f of the State, has concluded with foreign powers;

h) to have the right to require anyone, the King and the Roya
Fam |y excepted, to appear before it on matters of State; the
exception does not, however, apply to the Royal Princes if they
hol d any public office;

i) to review the provisional lists of salaries and pensions and to
make therein such alterations as it deens necessary;

k) to appoint five auditors, who shall annually examne the State
Accounts and publish extracts of the same in print, for which
pur pose the Accounts shall be submitted to the auditors within six
nonths of the end of the year for which the appropriations of the
Storting have been nade, and to adopt provisions concerning the
procedure for authorising the accounts of governnent accounting
of ficials;

) to appoint a person, not a nenber of the Storting, in a manner
prescribed by law, to supervise the public adm nistration and al
who work in its service, to assure that no injustice is done
agai nst the individual citizen;

m to naturalise aliens.

Article 76

Every Bill shall first be proposed in the Odelsting, either by one
of its own Menbers, or by the Governnent through a Menber of the
Council of State.

If the Bill is passed there, it is sent to the Lagting, which
either approves or rejects it, and in the latter case returns it
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wi th appended comments. These are taken into consideration by the
Qdel sting, which either shelves the Bill or again sends it to the
Lagting, with or without alteration.

Wen a Bill from the Odelsting has twi ce been presented to the
Lagting and has been returned a second tinme as rejected, the
Storting shall neet in plenary session, and the Bill is then

decided by a majority of two thirds of its votes.

Bet ween each such deliberation there shall be an interval of at
| east three days.

Article 77

Wen a Bill passed by the COdelsting has been approved by the
Lagting or by the Storting in plenary session, it is sent to the
King, with a request that it may receive the Royal Assent.

Article 78

If the King assents to the Bill, he appends his signature, whereby
it becones |aw.

| f he does not assent to it, he returns it to the Odelsting with a
statenent that he does not for the tine being find it expedient to
give his assent. In that case the Bill nust not again be submtted
to the King by the Storting then assenbl ed.

Article 79

If a Bill has been passed unaltered by tw sessions of the
Storting, constituted after two separate successive elections and
separated from each other by at |east two intervening sessions of
the Storting, wthout a divergent Bill having been passed by any
Storting in the period between the first and | ast adoption, and it
is then submtted to the King with a petition that H's Mjesty
shall not refuse his assent to a Bill which, after the nost mature
deli beration, the Storting considers to be beneficial, it shall
become law even if the Royal Assent is not accorded before the
Storting goes into recess.

Article 80
The Storting shall remain in session as long as it deens it
necessary and shall termnate its proceedings when it has

concl uded its busi ness.
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In accordance with the rules of procedure adopted by the Storting,
t he proceedi ngs may be resuned, but they shall termnate not |ater
than the | ast weekday in the nonth of Septenber.

Wthin this tinme the King shall conmmunicate his decision wth
regard to the Bills that have not already been decided (cf.
Articles 77 to 79), by either confirmng or rejecting them Al
those which he does not expressly accept are deened to have been
rejected by him

Article 81

Al Acts (with the exception of those nentioned in Article 79) are
drawn up in the name of the King, under the Seal of the Realm of
Norway, and in the following ternms: “W, X, nmake it publicly
known: that the decision of the Storting of the date stated has
been laid before Us: (here follows the decision). In consequence
whereof W have assented to and confirmed, as W hereby do assent
to and confirm the sane as Law under Qur Hand and the Seal of the
Real m”

Article 82
(Repeal ed)

Article 83

The Storting may obtain the opinion of the Supreme Court on points
of | aw.

Article 84

The Storting shall meet in open session, and its proceedi ngs shal
be published in print, except in those cases where a majority
decides to the contrary.

Article 85

Any person who obeys an order the purpose of which is to disturb
the liberty and security of the Storting is thereby guilty of
treason agai nst the Country.
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d) Sueci a

Constituci 6n Politica de Suecia*

Chapter 3. The R ksdag

Art. 1. The Riksdag is appointed by neans of free, secret and
direct elections. Voting in such elections is by party, with an
option for the voter to express a preference for a particular
candi dat e.

The Ri ksdag consists of a single chanber conprising three hundred
and forty-nine nenbers. Alternates shall be appointed for nenbers.

Art. 2. Every Swedish citizen who is currently domciled wthin
the Realm or who has ever been domciled within the Realm is
entitled to vote in a R ksdag election. A person who has not
attained the age of eighteen on or before election day is not
entitled to vote.

The question of whether a right to vote exists under paragraph one
is determned on the basis of an electoral roll drawn up prior to
t he el ection.

Art. 3. Odinary elections for the R ksdag are held every four
years.

Art. 4. The CGovernnment may order an extraordinary election for the
Ri ksdag to be held between ordinary elections. An extraordinary
election is held wthin three nonths from the issue of such an
order.

After an election for the R ksdag has been held, the Governnment is
debarred fromcalling an extraordinary election until three nonths
from the date on which the new y-elected R ksdag first convened.
Neither may the CGov-ernment call an extraordinary election while
mnisters remain at their posts, after all have been formally
di scharged, pending assunption of office by a new Governnent.
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Rules for an extraordinary election in a particular case are set
out in Chapter 6, Article 3.

Art. 5. A newy-elected Ri ksdag convenes on the fifteenth day
followi ng el ection day but no sooner than the fourth day after the
result of the election has been decl ared.

Each election is valid for the period from the date on which the
new y-el ected Riksdag convenes to the date on which the Riksdag
el ected next thereafter convenes. This period is the electoral
peri od of the Ri ksdag.

Art. 6. The Realm is divided up into constituencies for the
pur pose of elections for the Ri ksdag.

The Ri ksdag conprises three hundred and ten fixed constituency
seats and thirty-nine adjustnment seats.

The fixed ~constituency seats are distributed anobng the
constituencies on the basis of a calculation of the relationship
between the nunber of persons entitled to vote in each
constituency, and the total nunber of persons entitled to vote
t hroughout the whole of the Realm The distribution of seats anong
the constituencies is determned for four years at a tine.

Art. 7. The seats are distributed anong parties. Party is
understood to nmean any association or group of voters which runs
for election under a particul ar designation.

Only a party which receives at |east four per cent of the votes
cast throughout the whole of the Realmis entitled to share in the
distribution of seats. A party receiving fewer votes however
participates in the distribution of the fixed constituency seats
in any constituency in which it receives at |east twelve per cent
of the votes cast.

Art. 8. The fixed constituency seats in each constituency are
di stributed proportionately anong the parties on the basis of the
el ection result in that constituency.

The adjustnent seats are distributed anong the parties in such a
way that the distribution of all the seats in the Ri ksdag, other
than those fixed constituency seats which have been allocated to a
party polling less than four per cent of the national vote, is in
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proportion to the total nunmber of votes cast throughout the whole
of the Realm for the respective parties participating in the
distribution of seats. If, in the distribution of the fixed
constituency seats, a party obtains seats which exceed the nunber
corresponding to the proportional representation of that party in
the Riksdag, then that party and the fixed constituency seats
which it has obtained are disregarded in distributing the
adj ust nment seats. The adj ust nent seats are allocated to
constituencies after they have been distributed anong the parties.

The odd-nunber nethod is used to distribute the seats anong the
parties, with the first divisor adjusted to 1.4,

Art. 9. One nenber is appointed for each seat a party obtains,
together with alternates for that nenber

Art. 10. Only a person who is entitled to vote may be a nenber or
al ternate nenber of the R ksdag

Art. 11. Appeals against elections for the Ri ksdag may be | odged
with an Election Review Board appointed by the Ri ksdag. A person
who has been el ected a nenber of the R ksdag exercises his nandate
regardl ess of any such appeal. If the result of the election is
revised, a new nenber takes his seat inmmediately after the revised
result has been declared. This applies in |ike manner to alternate
menbers.

The Election Review Board consists of a chairman, who shall be
currently, or shall have been previously, a pernmanent salaried
judge and who may not be a nenber of the Riksdag, and six other
menbers. The nenbers are elected after each ordinary election, as
soon as the result of the election becones final, and serve unti
a new election for the Board is held. The chairman is elected
separately. There is no right of appeal against a decision of the
Boar d.

Art. 12. Further rules concerning matters under Articles 2 to 11
and concerning the appointnment of alternates for R ksdag nenbers
are laid dowmn in the R ksdag Act or in another act of |aw
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e) | sl andi a

Constitucion Politica de Islandia®

[11.
Article 31

Al thingi shall be conposed of 63 nenbers elected by the people by
secret ballot on the basis of proportional representation for a
termof four years.

El ectoral districts shall be no fewer than six and no nore than
seven in nunber. Their boundaries shall be defined by |aw
however, the National Election Board nmay define the boundaries of
the electoral districts in Reykjavik and its vicinity.

For each respective electoral district, six seats shall be
all ocated in accordance with the outconme of elections wthin that
district. The nunber of parlianentary seats for each electoral
district shall in other respects be defined by |I|aw, subject
however to the provisions of the fifth paragraph.

Seats other than those allocated to the electoral districts shal
be distributed within each respective electoral district with the
pur pose of provi di ng i ndi vi dual political parties W th
representation reflecting to the fullest possible extent each
party's total nunber of votes. However, only political parties
having received at |east five per cent of all valid votes cast
nati on-w de shall be eligible for such distribution.

| f the nunber of voters on the voting register represented by each
parliamentary seat, allocated or distributed, becomes in one
el ectoral district one half of the nunber represented by each
parliamentary seat in another electoral district, the National
El ection Board shall revise the nunber of seats representing each
el ectoral district with the aim of reducing this difference. This
shal |l be provided for in further detail by |aw

Provisions of law relating to election district boundaries and the
nmet hods of allocating seats in Parlianent can only be anended by a
two-thirds majority in Althingi.

Article 32
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Sessions of Althingi are held in one chanber.

Article 33

Al persons who, on the date of an election, are 18 years of age
or older and have Icelandic nationality have the right to vote in
elections to Althingi. Permanent domicile in lIceland, on the date
of an election, is also a requirenment for voting, unless
exceptions from this rule are stipulated in the |law on elections

to Althingi.

Further provisions regarding elections to Althingi shall be
down in the |law on el ections.

Article 34

Every national having the right to vote in elections to Althingi

and an unblem shed reputation is eligible to be elected
Al t hi ngi .

Suprene Court Judges, however, are not eligible.

FUENTES Cl TADAS

1 Constituci 6n de Finlandia. Pagina visitada el 13/02/2008. Disponible

Direcci6n Web http://cijulenlinea.ucr.ac.cr/ Tel éfono 207-56-98
E-mail: cijulenlinea@bogados. or.cr
17

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://cijulenlinea.ucr.ac.cr/
mailto:cijulenlinea@abogados.or.cr
http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

Centro de Informacion Juridica en Linea
Convenio Colegio de Abogados - Universidad de Costa Rica

en: http://ww.finlex.fi/en/l aki/kaannokset/1999/en19990731

2 Constituci on de Dinamarca. PAagina visitada el 13/02/2008. Disponible
en: http://ww.fol ketinget.dk/ BAGGRUNDY 00000048/ 00440513. ht m

3 Constituci 6n de Noruega. Pagina visitada el 13/02/2008. D sponible en:
http://ww. stortinget.no/ english/constitution.htm #fulltext

4 Constitucion de Suecia. Pagina visitada el 13/02/2008. Disponible en:
http://ww. ri ksdagen. se/t enpl at es/ R PageExt ended 6320. aspx

5 Constituci 6n de Islandia. Pagina visitada el 13/02/2008. Disponible
en: http://ww. governnment.is/constitution/
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